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A Message from Our Minister 

Lent is the period of 40 days which comes before Easter in the 
Christian calendar. Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent is a season of 
reflection and preparation before the celebrations of Easter. By 
observing the 40 days of Lent, Christians replicate Jesus Christ's 
sacrifice and withdrawal into the desert for 40 days. Lent has been 
traditionally marked by fasting, both from food and festivities. 

Whereas Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus after his death 
on the cross, Lent recalls the events leading up to and including Jesus' 
crucifixion by Rome. This is believed to have taken place in Roman 
occupied Jerusalem. 

Increasingly the Christian churches that observe Lent – and not all do 
significantly these days – focus on two things. First, the drama of the 
period, reflected in singing, prayers and the liturgical arrangements: a 
means of entering into God’s humanity as he signs up with human 
beings and the creation in a very profound way. Secondly, Lent offers 
us the opportunity to think more deeply and critically about our own 
humanity: the human condition and the social, economic and political 
arrangements in which we live.  

 The readings this Lenten time are extraordinary, as they offer us a 
deepening understanding of the challenge of following Jesus: Lent 1 - 
the Temptations/Testing of Jesus, struggling to establish his own 
internal sense of equilibrium as he confronts, what the Bible refers to 
as the “powers” - the power of economics, the power of religion and 
the power of politics.(Luke 4:1-13); Lent 2, we read of the face-off 
between Herod the fox and Jesus the hen: two images which scream 
out about Jesus’ own perception of things (Luke 13:31-35); Lent 3,  
where Jesus debunks the view that those who suffer are more sinful 
than those who don’t while adding for impact, that instead of making 
judgments about the brokenness of others, it may be better to attend 
to your own situation (Luke 13:1-9);  Lent 4, where Jesus attacks the 



religious people’s distinction between insiders and outsiders through 
the Story of the Lost/Prodigal son; Lent 5, the anointment of Jesus at 
Bethany before his assassination (John 12:1-8); and Sunday of the 
Palms, where Jesus enters Jerusalem, in an act of confrontation of 
the powers who lurk, always there in the shadows (Luke 19:28-40).   

During Holy Week, we come to the point of accompanying Jesus to 
his death, and finally his resurrection. As we do this, we use our 
imagination to not just think upon Jesus, but also those who are 
crucified in our times by rising nationalism, and tribalism, and deadly 
group loyalties: the events in Christchurch some two weeks ago, are 
simply an expression of what passes for ‘normality’ in much of the 
world.  We also think about our own life journeys, and the suffering 
we have endured and do endure, as we experience the limits of our 
humanity, while still affirming and daring to celebrate the hope that 
the promise of resurrection in Jesus offers us. 

After all, the glory of God is a living human being (Irenaeus of Lyon)  

Geoff 

 
 
 
Stations of the Cross 
The 2019 Stations of the Cross art exhibition will display the raw 
emotions of the Easter story with works by a diverse number of 
artists across different disciplines.  It is curated by Rev Dr Doug 
Purnell and Chris Auckett.  
 
This exhibition can be seen at Northmead Creative & Performing Arts 
High School from the opening night on Monday 8th April to Sunday 
21st April. 

 



Las Disciples by Eugene Burnand 

 

 

The disciples Peter and John running to the sepulchre on the 
morning of the Resurrection. 

 
Is this one of the greatest Paintings of all time? 

 

You won’t find it in the Louvre, the Met or the National Gallery. It hangs 
tucked away in an old railway station in Paris on the left bank of the 
Seine. It was painted in 1898 by a relatively unknown Swiss artist named 
Eugene Burnand. 
 
As the first blush of dawn is tinting the clouds, Peter and John are 
rushing to the tomb of Christ.  They’ve just been told by Mary 
Magdelene that she and the other women found it empty, that Christ 
has risen. Her words are ringing in their ears but their faces and bodies 
reveal they aren’t sure they can believe her.  
 
John, the younger of the two disciples, wrings his hands together 
anxiously. He was with Jesus when he died on the cross, the only 
disciple to stay by his side to the end.  He looks as if he can barely bring 
himself to believe that Christ might be alive again.  



And then there’s Peter. While John was Jesus’ faithful disciple, Peter 
was his most faithless. He was the only one to verbally deny even 
knowing Jesus in his darkest hour. In this picture Peter looks terrified, 
hopeful, ashamed, desperate. It is a study in desperate anticipation. 
Peter’s hand grasps his chest, as if feeling for courage, the courage that 
deserted him just nights earlier. They both lean forward, walking briskly, 
readying themselves to break into a run. 
 
May this overlooked masterpiece be a comfort to you this Easter.  And 
may your faith increase and you find tranquility, as your eyes are filled 
with the same desperate hope that Peters and Johns were on that first 
Easter morning. 
 
 
 

Women’s Day Fellowship 
‘The Book that Never Got Written’ will be the topic of our Easter 

Devotion led by Lawrence Peak. All will be revealed on Tuesday 2nd 

April at 10.00 am in the Wesley Room when we share fellowship in 

preparation for our Easter experience. 
 
 
 

 
The Cover:  Painted by Fra Angelico during his stay at the Dominican 
Convent of San Marco, Florence in the late 15th century.  The walls of 
the Convent were painted with wonderful scenes from the life of Christ, 
so the silence of monastic life was flooded with thoughts of Jesus Christ. 
Fra Angelico is intent only on his subject, and he does not distract the 
viewer with unnecessary details. The grace and dignity of the women 
does not conceal their grief, they turn to the angel for reassurance as 
the risen Christ watches over them. 
___________________________________________________________ 



 
 

continues with 
 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON CONCERTS 
 

 May 19th at 2.30pm 
       The Sydney Welsh Choir 
       The choir is back by popular demand! 

              Bringing the rich tapestry of loved music, with the stirring     
             songs of the vocal tradition of Wales. 

 

 June 23rd at 2.30pm 
      Singer Peter Cousens and Flautist Jane Rutter 
      West End Musical star Peter Cousens and legendary flautist
 Jane Rutter join forces to bring you ‘Matinee Idols & Evening 
 Stars’. An afternoon of musical romance, popular classical 
 pieces and favourite songs. 
 

 July 21st at 2.30pm    
            The Symphony Quartet 
             Four talented musicians from the Sydney Symphony Orchestra 
             With total mastery of their instruments the Symphony  
 Quartet will play a blend of classical, modern and a tantalising 
 tango repertoire. 
 

 August 18th at 230pm 
       “Bright Star” with John Bell and Simon Tedeschi 
 John Bell and pianist Simon Tedeschi bring together the 
 romantic movement of Keats & Schubert. 



2019 Lent Event  
 

Live simply, so that others may simply live 
 

Lent Event is UnitingWorld’s call to individuals and churches to 
embrace simple living, to give up something from daily life and 

donate to Lent Event.  
 
Lent traces the journey of Jesus to the Cross. This is a time to reflect 
on our journey as disciples, to act in solidarity with others within our 
global church, many of whom live courageously in challenging 
circumstances. 
 
This year Lent Event will focus on Timor Leste, one of the poorest 
nations in Southeast Asia. A country that has one of the highest rates 
in the world of malnutrition among children and tuberculosis is a 
leading cause of death. There’s a huge need for health education, 
especially around water and sanitation. With very high levels of 
violence against children widely reported, the Church has identified 
leadership training in child protection as one of their most urgent 
needs. 
 
This is our opportunity to question our commitment to the selfless 
way of Christ and to one another as we take up our Cross and follow 
Him, as ...... we live simply, so that others may simply live...... 
 
 

Garage Sales 
 

Saturday 4th May and Saturday 7th November 2019 
 

The Garage Sales are days of great camaraderie as friends from the 
community engage with church members to raise vitally needed 
funds for our church. If you are able to give a few hours of your time 
please talk with Joan Knox on 8068 2494. 
 

 



You are invited to share worship with us during Easter 
 

Palm Sunday 

Sunday 14th April at 9.30am 
Jesus enters Jerusalem confronting the powers that be. 

 

Maundy Thursday 
Thursday 18th April at 7.30pm 

We gather to celebrate Tenebrae - The Liturgy of Shadows. 
 

Good Friday 
Friday 19th April at 9.30am 

We gather round the foot of the Cross. 
 

Easter Day 
Sunday 21st April at 9.30am 

 We will share Communion and each have the opportunity to place a 
flower on the Cross, together expressing that in Christ, beauty 

transcends barrenness. 
 

 
 

‘He is not here, He is risen.’ 
 

You will find us on the corner of Mona Vale Rd and Douglas St 
Regular Sunday Worship is at 9.30am 

Communion is on the first Sunday of the month 
Church Office: 9144 5795 
office@stivesuc.com.au 

www.stives.unitingchurch.org.au 

mailto:office@stivesuc.com.au

